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Abstract: This thesis delves into the comparative typology of noun phrase (NP) structure,
focusing on the analysis of NP structures across different languages to identify cross-linguistic
typological patterns. By examining the theoretical framework, methodological approaches, and
key findings of NP typology, the article aims to elucidate the significance of understanding the
diversity and universality of NP structures in human languages. The discussion highlights the
role of NP typology in revealing commonalities and variations in NP structure, informing
linguistic classifications, and advancing our understanding of language evolution and cognition.
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The noun phrase (NP) serves as a fundamental unit in language, encompassing nouns and
accompanying modifiers that convey meaning and facilitate communication. Comparative
typology offers a framework for analyzing NP structures across different languages, revealing
both commonalities and variations in NP organization. This article focuses on the typology of
NP structure, exploring theoretical foundations, methodological approaches, and key findings
in NP typology research. By examining NP structures through a comparative lens, linguists can
uncover universal principles, inform linguistic classifications, and deepen our understanding of
language diversity and evolution.

Theoretical Foundations of NP Typology

Functional Typology:

NP typology is grounded in functionalist approaches to language, which emphasize the
communicative functions served by linguistic structures. Functional typologists analyze NP
structures in terms of their semantic roles, syntactic functions, and discourse functions across
languages.

Formal Typology:

Formal typology focuses on the formal properties of NP structures, including word order,
morphological marking, and syntactic constituency. Formal typologists compare NP structures
to identify structural similarities and differences, regardless of their functional interpretations.
Methodological Approaches in NP Typology

Corpus Analysis:

NP typology often involves corpus-based analysis of large-scale linguistic data, drawn from
diverse language families and geographic regions. Corpora provide empirical evidence for
identifying cross-linguistic patterns and conducting quantitative analyses of NP structures.
Language Documentation:

Language documentation efforts contribute to NP typology by documenting and describing the
NP structures of underrepresented and endangered languages. By documenting NP variation,
linguists can uncover linguistic diversity and inform typological classifications.
Key Findings and Typological Patterns:

Word Order Variation:
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NP typology reveals significant variation in word order patterns across languages. Some
languages exhibit rigid word order constraints in NPs, while others allow for more flexible
word order variations, influenced by syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic factors.

Case Marking Systems:

NP typology highlights the diversity of case marking systems used to indicate grammatical
relations within NPs. Languages employ various strategies, including nominative-accusative,
ergative-absolutive, and active-stative case systems, reflecting typological variation in NP
alignment patterns.

Determiner-Noun Agreement:

Comparative studies of NP structures reveal typological patterns in determiner-noun agreement
systems. Languages may exhibit agreement in gender, number, and definiteness between
determiners and nouns, with variation in the morphological marking and alignment patterns of
agreement.

In conclusion, the typology of noun phrase structure provides valuable insights into the
diversity and universality of NP organization across languages. By examining NP structures
through a comparative lens, linguists can identify typological patterns, inform linguistic
classifications, and advance our understanding of language evolution and cognition. NP
typology research contributes to the broader field of comparative linguistics by revealing
commonalities and variations in NP structures, shedding light on fundamental principles
underlying human language.
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