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ABSTRACT: Folk poetry, as a form of oral literature passed down through generations,
has had a profound influence on society throughout history. This abstract explores the
impact of folk poetry on various aspects of society, including cultural identity, social
cohesion, political activism, and preservation of historical memory. By examining the
characteristics and functions of folk poetry, this abstract highlights its ability to reflect
the beliefs, values, and experiences of a community, thereby shaping collective
consciousness. It also explores how folk poetry serves as a medium for expressing
dissent, resistance, and solidarity in times of political and social upheaval. Furthermore,
the abstract discusses the role of folk poetry in preserving and transmitting cultural
heritage, as it often serves as a repository of historical events, myths, and traditions.
Overall, folk poetry emerges as a powerful tool for social engagement, cultural
preservation, and the construction of collective narratives within society.
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INTRODUCTION

Folk poetry, also known as traditional or popular poetry, holds a significant place in the
cultural heritage of societies around the world. It encompasses a diverse range of poetic
expressions, often passed down orally from one generation to another. Folk poetry
reflects the collective experiences, values, and beliefs of a community, serving as a
powerful medium for conveying social, historical, and cultural narratives.

Throughout history, folk poetry has played a vital role in shaping societies and
influencing their development. It serves as a voice for the common people, expressing
their joys, sorrows, struggles, and aspirations. This form of poetry captures the essence
of everyday life, offering insights into the social, economic, and political realities of a
particular time and place.

The influence of folk poetry on society is multi-faceted and far-reaching. It fosters a
sense of communal identity, reinforcing cultural bonds and collective memory. By
preserving and transmitting oral traditions, folk poetry ensures the continuity of cultural
heritage across generations. It acts as a repository of wisdom, knowledge, and moral
values, providing a framework for understanding and navigating the complexities of life.

Moreover, folk poetry often serves as a vehicle for social commentary and protest. It
gives voice to marginalized groups, enabling them to express their grievances, challenge
social norms, and advocate for change. By highlighting injustices, inequalities, and
societal issues, folk poetry can inspire social movements and contribute to the process of
social transformation.

Folk poetry's influence extends beyond the boundaries of the local community. Through
migration, trade, and cultural exchange, it travels across regions and even continents,
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enriching and diversifying the artistic traditions of different societies. It serves as a
bridge between different cultures, fostering intercultural dialogue and understanding.

In the contemporary world, folk poetry continues to thrive, albeit in evolving forms. It
has found new avenues of expression through recorded media, literature, and digital
platforms, reaching wider audiences and adapting to changing times. Its enduring
presence testifies to its timeless appeal and its enduring ability to resonate with people
from all walks of life.

In this exploration of the influence of folk poetry on society, we will delve deeper into its
various dimensions and examine specific examples from different cultures and historical
periods. By doing so, we hope to gain a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage of folk
poetry and its profound impact on the social fabric of societies throughout the ages.

CONCLUSION

Folk poetry has had a significant influence on society throughout history. Its impact can
be seen in various aspects of human culture, including language, traditions, social
cohesion, and the preservation of collective memory. By exploring the themes, values,
and emotions expressed in folk poetry, we gain insights into the beliefs, struggles, and
aspirations of different communities.

One of the primary roles of folk poetry is to serve as a means of communication and
expression for individuals within a society. It allows

people to articulate their thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a creative and accessible
manner. Folk poetry often addresses universal themes such as love, loss, joy, and sorrow,
providing a medium through which people can connect with one another on a deeply
emotional level.

Moreover, folk poetry serves as a repository of cultural heritage, transmitting knowledge
and traditions from one generation to the next. It reflects the history, customs, and values
of a community, preserving its unique identity. Through the oral tradition, folk poetry
has been passed down through generations, contributing to the continuity and stability of
societies.

Folk poetry also plays a crucial role in promoting social cohesion. It fosters a sense of
belonging by reinforcing shared cultural values and promoting collective identity. By
participating in the creation and performance of folk poetry, individuals strengthen their
bonds with their community and develop a sense of unity and solidarity.

Furthermore, folk poetry often serves as a platform for social commentary and critique.
It sheds light on social injustices, political struggles, and economic hardships, giving
voice to marginalized groups and challenging the status quo. By providing an outlet for
dissent and advocating for change, folk poetry can inspire social movements and
contribute to societal transformation.

In summary, folk poetry has a profound influence on society. It serves as a medium of
communication, a repository of cultural heritage, a promoter of social cohesion, and a
catalyst for social change.
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1. Oral Tradition: Folk poetry often originates from oral traditions, passed down through
generations. It plays a crucial role in preserving cultural heritage and transmitting
knowledge from one generation to the next. It reflects the customs, rituals, and historical
events of a community, promoting a sense of identity and belonging.

2. Social Commentary: Folk poetry frequently serves as a form of social commentary,
addressing societal issues, injustices, and inequalities. It gives voice to the marginalized
and oppressed, highlighting their struggles and advocating for change. It can be a
powerful tool for social mobilization and challenging the status quo.

3. Resistance and Revolution: Throughout history, folk poetry has been used as a tool of
resistance against colonialism, imperialism, and oppressive regimes. It provides an outlet
for dissent and rebellion, empowering individuals and communities to express their
discontent and aspirations for freedom and justice.
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