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Abstract: This thesis investigates the practice of error correction in writing, a crucial aspect of
language learning and teaching. Error correction serves as a pivotal tool in language education,
aiding learners in refining their writing skills and fostering linguistic accuracy. Through a
comprehensive examination of various approaches to error correction, this study aims to provide
insights into effective strategies for addressing errors in writing across different educational
contexts. Drawing on a review of relevant literature and empirical research, the thesis explores
the theoretical foundations and practical applications of error correction methodologies.
Additionally, it examines the impact of error correction on language acquisition, learner
motivation, and writing proficiency.
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Introduction

Error correction is seen as a form of feedback given to learners on their language use. No teacher
can deny the fact that correcting the errors made by students when they speak or write is one of
the most difficult tasks in language acquisition.Thus, every language practicioner or teacher
should consider some the following issues about error correction: the difference between a
mistake and an error, how much correction should be made, at what phases the teacher should
correct the error and how the teacher can correct the learner without de-motivating him/her. One
crucial point in the field of Error Correction is to know the nature of learning a foreign or second
language, i.e, how do we learn a second language? We have to investigate what happens in the
mind of human beings through mental process to learn a language. In this respect, two
phenomena have been distinguished by the American linguist Krashen (1987) when he clearly
distinguished between: first language acquisition and second language learning.[1;58]

There are many types of writing errors, and they need to be taken care of before you can expect
your work to be read. A writing error is a mistake in the form of grammar, spelling, punctuation,
or word choice that makes your paper less readable and more difficult to understand.
Grammatical errors are very common and can make it difficult for readers to understand what
you’re trying to say. English teachers use more red ink than on a freshly painted barn because
they need to highlight grammatical errors when teaching students how to write well. However, I
like to point out these mistakes but don’t always have to correct them. It’s important to take the
time and effort to write correctly. It makes it easier for your readers, which is why you must

strive for clarity, not only in terms of grammar, but also spelling, punctuation, and other mistakes.

Literature Review

In the realm of language learning, error correction stands as a pivotal component fostering
proficiency and fluency. Three primary approaches—self-correction, peer correction, and
teacher-led correction play instrumental roles in refining linguistic accuracy and fostering deeper
comprehension. Each approach embodies unique dynamics, offering distinct advantages and
considerations.

Self-correction empowers learners to autonomously identify and rectify errors within their own
linguistic productions. This approach cultivates self-awareness and metacognitive skills,
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enabling individuals to actively engage with their language acquisition journey. Through self-
reflection and analysis, learners develop a deeper understanding of grammatical structures and
language conventions, bolstering their linguistic competence.

Peer correction harnesses the collaborative power of fellow learners to identify and address
errors within a supportive environment. By engaging in reciprocal feedback exchanges,
individuals not only refine their own language skills but also enhance their capacity for critical
evaluation and constructive communication. Peer correction fosters a sense of camaraderie and
shared responsibility, encouraging active participation and mutual growth among language
learners.
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Teacher-led correction, facilitated by experienced educators, provides targeted guidance and
expert intervention in error identification and remediation. Drawing upon pedagogical expertise,
instructors offer personalized feedback tailored to individual learning needs, scaffolding learners'
understanding and reinforcing key language concepts. Teacher-led correction serves as a
cornerstone of formal language instruction, offering structured guidance and comprehensive
support to learners at various proficiency levels. [2;329]

For fostering self-correction, students must learn to independently tackle challenges and resolve
issues. Hence, in writing contexts, it's imperative for students to grasp the significance of
employing self-correction techniques. Spiller (2012) outlines four benefits of self-correction
techniques:

1. Promotes student engagement, fostering independence and accountability.

2. Encourages students to contemplate their role and contribution to the writing process.

3. Highlights the cultivation of students' decision-making skills.

4. Encourages active participation and partial ownership of the writing process.

However, some studies suggest that the self-correction technique may not be universally ideal
for enhancing students' writing outcomes. According to Andrade and Du (2005), there are
several drawbacks to self-correction:

1. Increased briefing time can burden teachers.

2. Low levels of validity and reliability.

3. Students may feel inadequately prepared to undertake self-correction.

4. Students might hesitate to evaluate their own work.

Peer correction represents a valuable language learning strategy offering students additional
avenues for error identification and writing improvement. Several reasons underscore the utility
of peer correction techniques in enhancing students' writing proficiency.

Firstly, as highlighted by Jacobs et al. (1981), learners often favor peer feedback due to the
perception that peers can offer diverse insights and identify issues that they themselves might
overlook. The multiplicity of perspectives inherent in peer correction enriches the feedback
process, enabling students to gain comprehensive insights into their writing.

Secondly, research by Martilova (2013) demonstrates that the implementation of peer correction
techniques correlates with enhanced accuracy in writing descriptive paragraphs. By engaging in
peer correction activities, students refine their understanding of language structures and
conventions, leading to improved writing quality and precision. [3; 3-4]

Conclusion

In conclusion, the integration of self-correction, peer correction, and teacher-led correction
techniques constitutes a holistic approach to error correction in language learning and writing
instruction. Each method offers unique benefits and challenges, contributing to the development
of students' writing proficiency and linguistic competence.
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