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The family, considered the most important unit of society, begins with marriage. The more healthy, 

full and strong the family is, the more healthy, peaceful and prosperous the society develops. That's 

why marriage is a ceremony that is celebrated by the public from the time of the primitive society 

and aimed at the stability and strength of the family through a special tradition. Because marriage 

embodies universal values, the necessary legal rules of our life are expressed. 

Although the marriage ceremony has its own characteristics in some regions of Uzbekistan, it 

begins with a general courtship. When both parties agree to each other, the wedding ceremony 

begins. Marriage ceremony is always held as a symbol of joy, beauty, good hopes. This very 

beautiful ceremony is celebrated with folk art, singing and dancing. The ceremony has passed the 

test of centuries, is essentially deeply thought out, and although it is celebrated on a national basis, 

it has been improved and enriched in every era. Even in the life of ethnic groups living in every 

village and district, this principle is visible [1.89]. 

Today, in the families of the Bukhara oasis, various traditions and ceremonies with their own 

ethnic characteristics are preserved. One such ceremony is the "Wearing of Lachak" ceremony, 

which is an integral part of the wedding ceremony. This ceremony is held among the residents of 

Karakol and Olot districts of the oasis. 

"Lachak kiydi" ceremony is known as "Sallabandon" ceremony in the oasis of Bukhara. 

Sallabandon is a ceremony that literally means that the bride has entered the ranks of real women. 

This ceremony is celebrated in a unique way in different districts and villages of the Bukhara oasis. 

In particular, the uniqueness of this ceremony is noticeable in Karakol and Olot districts. Unlike 

the city of Bukhara, the name of the ceremony was not "Sallabandon", but "Lachak Kiydi"[2]. 

Among the women of the district, the ceremony is called "salla qo’ndirish". A turban is worn on 

the head, hence the term. 

The purpose of performing the ceremony is to join the ranks of Mother Fatima, who is recognized 

as the mother of Muslim women in Islam. Only a bride dressed in a lachak truly leaves her virginity 

and enters the ranks of women. In the villages of Karakol and Olot, the ceremony is held a week 

after the bride's wedding, at the same time as the "Joy yigdi" ceremony. A special ceremonial sarpo 

was not necessary for the bride. Therefore, a separate sarpo was not prepared for the ceremony. In 

this process, the main attention is paid to the headdress. 

The ceremony begins with the mother taking off the bride's hat and putting it on. After the 

bridegroom's mother gives the kormana for the bride's hat, it is returned to the bride at the end of 

the ceremony. In some regions, the bridegroom himself gives the kurmana. After that, two older, 

happy, one is the groom, and the other is the mother of the bride. Its main function is to collect 

hair. Then a floral scarf is tied around the bride's chin as a lapel. On top of it, a cloth 4 meters long 

and 60 centimeters wide is wrapped around the bride's head in the form of a salla. 

After that, a scarf is thrown on the head. The first scarf is smaller, and the second is larger, covering 

the bride's face. The scarves are red and flowery. Red color is a symbol of joy and happiness. A 

shawl of such color and shape is chosen so that happiness, beauty, and joy always accompany the 

bride. No special food was chosen for the ceremony table. Depending on the economy of the 
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family, pilaf, kebab or soup and various desserts are served on the table. Unlike other districts of 

the Bukhara oasis, all the expenses of the ceremony are borne entirely by the groom's family. In 

the ceremony, the relatives wish the bride, who is dressed in a lahak, gifts of various fabrics and 

wishes for happiness. 

According to the analysis of the ethnographer M. Qurbanova, this ceremony was held in the Olot 

and Karakol districts of the oasis during the ceremony of "gathering the place", which was one of 

the final components of the wedding, without expecting the bride to have a child [3,264]. 

Although this ceremony, organized in the Bukhara oasis districts, differs in its ethnolocal 

characteristics, its historical roots are the same. In the process of "Wearing Lachak", keeping the 

bride's complex, unique headdress as a value indicates the nationality and folkliness of the 

ceremony. 
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